Revolt in Alexandria                   445
gether, so muoh had they been thinned by hard service, these legions mustered between them little over 3,000 men The foice was small, but Csesai considered that, aftei Pharsalia, there could be no danger for him anywhere in the Mediterranean He landed without opposition, and was presented on his arnval, as a supposed welcome offering, with the head of his rival Politically it would have been better far for him to have returned to Rome with Pompey as a friend Nor, if it had been certain that Pompey would have refused to be reconciled, were services such as this a road to Cesar's favor The Alexandrians speedily found that they were not to be lewarded with the desired independence The consular fasces, the emblem of the hated Roman authority, were cained openly befoie Caesar when he appeared in the streets , and it was not long before mobs began to assemble with cries that Egypt was a free country, and that the people would not allow their king to be insulted Evidently theie was business to be done in Egypt befoie Csesar could leave it Delay was specially inconvenient A prolonged absence from Italy would allow faction time to rally again But Ceesai did not look on himself as the leader of a party, but as the guardian of Roman interests, and it was not his habit to leave any necessary work uncompleted The Etesian winds, too, had set in, which made it difficult for his heavy vessels to work out of the harboi Seeing that troubles might rise, he sent a message to Mithndates of Per-gamus,1 to bring him reinforcements fiom Syria,
1 Supposed to have been a natural eon of Mithndates the Great The reason for the special confidence which Cesar placed in him doea not appear The danger at Alexandria, perhaps, did not appear at the moment particularly serious